WESH.com
Report: Gangs Not Going Away

A 108-page report put out by the Justice Policy Institute out
of Washington, D.C., said that many times, law enforcement
tactics fail to reduce gang crime and violence.

The busts of alleged gangs and gang members often receive
media attention -- both in Orlando and around the country.

According to sheriff's office, there are few gangs in Orlando
-- 71 gangs total -- with about 1,500 gang members operating
in Orange County.

Chief Frank Fabrizo of Orange County Special Operations

helped start the Orange County gang unit in 1990. He said he G video: Report: Gangs Not Going
takes issue with this latest report that police tactics can make Away

gang activity worse, not better, in communities such as Los

Angeles and Chicago.

"No, that's absolutely, in my opinion, not true at all. I mean, using that philosophy then, I guess law
enforcement should not work gangs at all," Fabrizio said.

Among its findings, the report also shows gang activity has not grown in U.S. instead it's declined in the
last decade.

Using FBI crime data, the report shows that gangs are responsible for small share of crime -- especially
violent crime. The report shows that unlike the media portrayals, whites make up a large invisible
proportion -- about 40 percent --of gang members throughout the country but rarely get any media
attention.

The report traced gang membership and found most gang youth quit before reaching adulthood.

It also shows that community-based programs like Midnight Basketball and police softball leagues do
work to reduce gang activity.

Fabrizio said he agrees with that part of the report.

A spokeswoman from the Orlando Police Department said they were too busy to read the report and
would not comment on it.
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